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Advent-Christmas Letter

Dear Parishioners,

This year we decided to place our "Advent-Christmas"
letter in the main section of our Newsletter, rather than in
separate folder. As | began preparing for this year's mes-
sage, | looked back over this past year. It was back in Ja|
ary, right after the Feast of the Epiphany, that we began t
work on the interior of our Church. Before its beauty was
able to be brought out anew, a lot of pulling apart, taking
down, and scraping away had to take place. For many
months scaffolding would loom overhead, first in one secH
tion of the Church, then in another, and on and on! Statu
and Stations disappeared. Organ pipes were dismantled
hidden away. We originally thought we would have every
thing completed by Easter Sunday, but more and more pa
tience was needed as scaffolding was not only still part of
the landscape on Easter, but for many weeks following. A
while most of the work was completed and most new fur-
nishings were in place for our Sts. Peter & Paul Feast Da
celebration on June 29, it wasn't until this past month that
finally got our presider and deacon chairs in place, the fin
pieces of the puzzle!

This all strikes me as being somewhat parallel to what
John the Baptist stated in quoting the prophet Isaiah in ch
ter 3 of Luke's gospel: "Prepare the way of the Lord, make
straight his paths.... The winding roads shall be made
straight, and the rough ways made smooth...." Only after
undergoing that previously described "de-construction," d
the beauty of our present church interior begin to re-
appear. So with you and me during this new Advent sea-
son. We need to open our minds, hearts, and souls to so
radical pulling apart, taking down, and scraping away, so
will be capable of receiving the Grace and Light of the On
Who Is To Come. ltis a time for Advent penance, Advent
patience (the transformation called for won't take place o\
night, any more than our church interior work did), and Ad
vent waiting.

We hear in that same third chapter of Luke's gospel th
evangelist describing that "John went throughout the who
region of the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentancg
for the forgiveness of sins...." The Church also gives us g
other sacrament of repentance called Reconciliation or P¢
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Ladies Prayer Service
d Ladies of the Parish: Are you willing to give one hour
and a half in communal prayer and reflection on one
me>unday afternoon in gratitude to our Lord and in
iwdhonor of his Blessed Mother, Mary? Please come to
e the Gathering Space on Sunday, December 6 ™,
2009 from 1:30 to 3:00pm and share in “My Soul
erMagnifies the Lord: Women Gathered in Faith.”
- This prayer service, intended for all the ladies in our
Sandusky Catholic community, is a great way to be-
e gin our Advent season as we gather together to
€ raise our collective voices in song and prayer.
Please call the parish office at 419-625-6655 to re-
N-serve your seat. Join us and make a memory that
PNwill last a lifetime.

(Continued on page 2)



(Advent-ChristmasContinued from page 1)

ance or Confession. | especially encourage and invite you to take advantagg
this sacrament as you prepare once again this year to celebrate our Sator's
and the Gift of God's forgiving Love that embraces us to the point of dwelling
our midst and becoming one with us. Our Tri-parish Reconciliation Service tk
year is on Monday, December 21, 7:00 p.m. at St. Mary's Church. Please ch

the enclosed schedule sheet for the other times for this sacrament, aslveell ag t

Holy Day Mass schedules for Christmas and New Year's (and please b sure
post that sheet on your bulletin board or refrigerator for ready reference).

May Jesus' Love & Healing embrace you throughout this Season.
Prayers & Love,
Fr. Marty

p.s. I'd like to take this Advent opportunity to thank some of the people who
helped make our church interior work a reality. First of all thank you to all of
who contributed to either or both of the "God's House, Our Home" and "Unitin
in Faith" Capital Campaigns. Special thanks to the Church Interior Committe
who put in countless hours throughout 2008 and into 2009: Doug Drouillard, |
Gerold, Teddy Haas, John Higgins, Ann McGookey, Abby Ring, and Darlene
Wood. Special thanks also to the members of the "God's House, Our Home"
Campaign Committee, Karen Capizzi, John Higgins, Terry Kelley, Jeff Lococ
Abby Ring, Cyndy Samaritoni, and Deacon John Weeks, whose hard work fr
2006-2008 resulted in us having the necessary funds to complete this pro-
ject. Most Valuable Player award goes to Abby Ring, our Administrative Ass
tant, who directed and guided both committees. Thank you all!

of Visitation Ministry
.B' Do you have a family member or
"N now of a friend who is in the hospital,
'i@\(/)mebound, or at a Care Facility?
ould this person welcome a visit
from a member of the parish who
would bring the Holy Eucharist as well
as a ready smile and a warm heart? If
so, please call the parish office at 419-
625-6655 with your request and ar-
rangements will be made for visits to
begin. We have a group of dedicated
men and women who have been called
to this ministry of compassion and
ey carry out this service with the
9 love of God in their hearts and in their
€, words.
fom If you feel called to this ministry
we would welcome you as part of the
team. Please contact Linda Pedoli at
the parish office. The rewards of par-
)’ ticipating in this ministry are meaning-
Ml and long-lasting.
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Dear Parishioners,
sleeves in the Cen

Sandusky Central Catholic School has much to offer and con-
tinues to integrate our values into a faith-filled environment.
Our theme this year talks about working together asateh

the spirit and feel the chang@®ur mission statement continu-
ally reminds us that Sandusky Central Catholic offers an edu-
cation, second to none, whiblilds the mindbody and spirit
and creates future leaders.

We continue to expand and explore. The elementary has re-
cently integrated the accelerated math program where students
work on higher level thinking activities. Our junior high and and bound
high school continue to instruct students at all levels and offer The Finance a
a number of college courses to offset college expenses. Cur- in support
rently, a distance learning lab is being explored to offer
courses we would not be able to offer in a small school set-
ting.

In the area of building the body, three athletes competed at the

completed
same time

By redefining r
tives in the

tees are m
to provide

In order to keep our school vital, we have rolled up our

tral Office;

The School Board, an AD Hoc committee, and | will be
working on a long range strategic plan which will be

by the end of February.

An effective business plan will also be put in place at the

to create an environment which is more

fiscally focused and efficient.

oles and creating clear goals and objec-
Advancement Office (Development, Ad-

missions, Financial Affairs), our Advancement Team
has meshed together to advance our school by leaps

s this year.
nd Admissions offices are working together
of our Panther Families in response to

questions about SCCS.
The Superintendent, School Board, and Teacher Commit-

eeting regularly to support our mission and
productive ideas for our future.

state I_evel for cross country: Brian Feber, Michael_ Gallagh&{se count our blessings for our students, families, and all
and Lindsay Kaatz. We congratulate them and wish them {i§se involved with Sandusky Central Catholic Schools.

best as they continue to use their gifts.

Let’s pray for Divine Intervention as we move forward this

As a Catholic School, it is our goal to incorporate our faith year becausdsy working and praying together, thingse

all we do. We all know we are not perfect, but strive to fol-happening!
low God'’s plan each day. We are going to make mistakes.
Our visits to church and participation at mass, daily prayers,
and service projects all reinforce who we are and the direction
we need to go as we progress through life.
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Wishing you many Blessings!
Dr. Judy Monaghan, Superintendent




Report on Ohio Priest Convocation

On Thursday, November 5, and Fiirant and homilist for the closing Con-Co-Director, Center for Marital and
day, November 6, | was fortunate to beocation Mass on Friday morning.  Family Studies, University of Den-
able to take part in a very historic One of the bonuses of the time thever . The title of his talk was
event. For the first time in my 42+  was an opportunity to re-connect with “Fractured Foundations: How Emerg-
years of priesthood, and | think the firstlassmates from our seminary days, ing Patterns of Partnership Undermine
time ever, the bishops of Ohio called some of whom | hadn’t seen in over 4®larital Commitment.” Unlike the
together the priests from throughout thyears! There were two main speakersther two speakers, he did not approach
state to take part in “A Convocation oron Thursday, and one main speaker ahe topic from a religious point of view
The National Pastoral Initiative for ~ a panel discussion on Friday. All of therimarily, but from that of sociological
Marriage.” 650 of the 900 active input was quite good. research. Much of the research he
priests in Ohio attended, as well as 11  The first speaker, on Thursday afteshared demonstrated the negative im-
bishops, from the Archdiocese of Cin-noon, was Dr. Joann Heaney-Hunter, pact that the trend toward co-habitation
cinnati, the Byzantine Eparchy of PhD, Associate Professor at St. John’s having on the ability for couples to
Parma, the Diocese of Cleveland, the University , and Pastoral Associate atcommit in our society.

Diocese of Columbus, the Diocese of St. Raphael's Parish, East Meadow , If you would like to listen to the
Steubenville, the Diocese of Toledo, tiNew York . Her topic was talks, they are available at the Ohio
Diocese of Youngstown, the RomaniafTheological Perspectives on Mar-  Catholic Conference web page. Put
Catholic Diocese, and the Ukrainian riage.” Her presentation treated www.ohiocathconf.orgn your browser,
Catholic Eparchy of St. Josaphat. 1. Marriage as a Sacrament; and then when you come to the page,
There were many highlights of the 2. Marriage as a Domestic Church ofook to the left column and click on
almost 24 hours that we were to- Household of Faith: Ohio Marriage Convocation Mate-

gether. There were four different comparriage as a Vocation to be supportdfl. The audio for all 3 talks are there,
munal worship experiences, all presided our second speaker, on Thursday as Well as Power Point for two of the
by bishops. On Thursday afternoon eyening, was Archbishop Joseph F. talks. Another very helpful site is
Mid-Afternoon prayer was led by the kyrtz, DD, from Louisville , Ken- www.foryourmarriage.org It has a lot
Most Reverend John M. Kusick, DD, tycky , who is the Chairman of the ~ Of helpful material, including both the
from the Eparchy of Parma for Byzan-ysccB (United States Conference offull text and an abridged version of the
tine Catholics. We enjoyed the opporcatholic Bishops) Sub-Committee on Pastoral Letter on Marriage from the
tunity to experience a Byzantine ritual\marriage and Family Life. The title of U-S. Catholic bishops, "LOVE AND

of the Liturgy of the Hours (much morgis presentation was “The Call of LIFE IN THE DIVINE PLAN," which
chanting and repetition than we have iBriests to Foster a Marriage-Building Was just approved on November 17.
the Western Rite). Our own Most Re¢hyrch .” He was a lively and engag- This historic event demonstrates the
erend Leonard P. Blair, DD, presided gy speaker with a very pastoral ap- importance our Ohio bishops place
Evening Prayer. On Friday it was the proach. He stressed the importance ¢fRpn marriage and family life. May we
Most Reverend George V. Murry, SJ, number of areas, including that of goodll continue to pray for and work for a
from the Diocese of Youngstown, whomarriage preparation, helping hurting Puilding up of the domestic church.

led us in Morning Prayer. Thenthe couyples in our society, preaching, and

Most Reverend Daniel E. Pilarczyk, young adult ministry. Prayers & Love,

DD, STD, PhD, from the Archdiocese The third Speaker was Dr. Scott M. Fr. Marty

of Cincinnati, was the principal cele- stanley, Ph.D., research Professor and

Giving Tree Parish Nurses
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Feb 14, 2010
14 / ! 5

Lipid Panel, Total Cholesterol, and

Blood Glucose Tests will be offered

#5 ! ! from 7:30 to 11:45 am. Check the
6 78" ! ! ! bulletin for further details.

3% 2 © $ March 18, 2010
, &'($);&$(((( CPR class taught by Firelands Re-
&@)+$))++ 0 < gional Medical Center.
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